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A hard drive
for recycling

‘ ‘ OMPUTERS do not
£0 into landfin,”
eaid avid recycler
Keith Sorrell.
“If they do, I'd want to know where as I'd
diig them up - there's valuable materinls
iniL”

Keith, who has been known to trawl
hedgerows for My-tipped electricals, is
behind social enterprise Abredale Comput-
ers locited an the Alredale Estate, outside
Castleford

Set up almost nine years mgo to elp ong-
term unempoyed hack into work,
the initiative has proved that outdated
oomparter equipment does not hawe to sit
clutiering vour cupboards or end up in a

rubibizh tip.
It has also shown that the repair, rofir
bishment and recycling of and

accessnries can be done for the benefit of
the local coommunity.

Alredale Computers, which has won a
string of environmental and community
awards, provides training, work place-
ments and experbence to local yoaths and
adults in computer maintenance and

repairs.

Fres fully refurbished compaters are
donated o bocal charities and good causes
such as the Yorkshire Swan Resouse Hospl-
tal

Low cost reconditioned and new com-
purters are sold al & retall outlet and ware
Tz i Castheford amd online o business-
e aned individual househobds.

Compusters that canmot be fied or refr
biished are stripped and 10 per ceal recy-
el

And every penny of profit made from the
wenture is pomped back into Chrysalis
Youth and Community Propect that tradns
the disengaged in A bid toget them in work.

Hard drives dropped off or mljmrdhr
Airedale C teers for refurbishment

are “sanitised” or crushed.

with “zeros and ones™ that, as Keith pot it
“nobody but CS1 Miami could possibiy
decipher”. Every customer that leaves

When it comes to getting rid of
that old computer, printer,
photocopier or laptop what do
you do? SOPHIE HAZAN finds out

in time for national Recycle Week

their computers with the scheme gels a
writhen puarantee that all data is sscure

Eeith spent 10 years leaching computer
malntenance at Joseph Priestley and
Thormas Danby Colleges . Loeds.

The 52-year-old, who was a technician
repairing fruit machines on cruise ships
heefor thal, got fad up with the amount of
papersork in tesching so reskgned.

Hi was approached by a governmaent-
backed scheme and ashed to start a retrain-
Lum aimed at getting people back
imbo work.

Learned

Trainees were sent his winy, compaters
donaied by his former employers and stu-
dents learned to refurbish computers a

*million times" over

That was undil th-t frst atch was at a
“niboe standard” and pat wp for sale,

Word got arcund that low-cost compast-
ers weere heing sold and the business model
ook off.

Keith had to move to bigger promises at
The Active Centre on the Alredale Estate,
and he started buying unwanted computers
from Dutch auctions.

Today he has a steady stream of
donalions from local businesses and
schools, the emerpency services and indi
widueaks,

S wani repairs. others are just happy
to hand owver the obd and buy a new compast-
er.,

The basic aim is to keep compubers “out
of wheslie bins and hedge rows,™ he saul.

“Prople talk about millions of computers
going into landfill, but they don't,” said
Heith.

“They are too vahuble and there are (oo
many cuthets of peophe offering to recycke
them.™

Every tonmeof processors that Keith ool
lects ks worth £60,500,

HP Printers are particularty sought after
&8 bought new they are expensive and sec-
and hand they are reliable work horses,

Second hand laplop chargers are also in
great demand with people often reporting
that the family dog has chewed through the
old omee, ar a child has used it as a skipping
rope.

Alredale Computers also takes in and
sells photoenpiers, printers and Inptops.

With local suthorities such as Leeds City
Council, HNHS Leeds, Yorkshire
P.mbulanl;e Service and West Yorkshire
Police, replacing their compaster squipment
every three to five years, there is always
plenty of work.

Environmentalists might arguoe that it is
v wisle o replace equipment that ks not bro-
ke,

N anonrding to Keith.

“It makes financial sense for a business
o kesp up with replacemaent rather than
maintaining and repairing as they go
m-lll'llll

“The last thing a customer wants is a

compuier down when they are
trying to get a pood service.”

And with enterprises such as Abredale
Compuiers using the old to benefit commu-

SCREEN DREAM: Clockwise, from above, tan Booth wipes computer memory; Boss Keith Somell; Maria Holroyd strips computbers

nikies, it onn bea win-win sinistbon.
Individuals and small businesses with

Jusst & few computers are welcoms o drop

off unwanted equipment at Airedale
estate

site.
Businesses with large numbers of ber-
minals and units are requested to
arrange

for collection.
Low-eost refurbished cc-mpuwru- A
om sale at Alredade Computers from as lit-
the = §50, or for new from £99.

Erch sale includes a monitor scresn,
hardware system unit, keyboard, mouse,
Open Qe saftware and online internet

Adredale Compauters is at The Active
Centre, Stangfield Road, Castleford,
WF10aDS,

It also has & retail shop at T, Carlbon
Street, Castleford. Call 01977 T3E283.

& COMPUTER equipment dropped at a
Leads City Council household wisite site
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s eruahesd and recycled.

Crwners are advised to wipe hard
drives first to make sure that sensitive
information does not gomissing.

Monitors are recyveled separately as
they can contain poisons such as lead,

Ortherwise everyvthing s broken down
and sorted into different components for
recycling
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